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AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION MEETING 
February 10, 2009 

First Floor Meeting Room, Town Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present:  John Ingram, Ruth Hazzard, Sarah Swartz, Pat Wagner, Bob Saul 
Members Absent:  Jaime Tidlund, Linda Hess, Pauline Lannon 
Staff Present:  David Ziomek 
 
Commission Resignations:  Bob Saul and John Ingram both announced their intention to submit 
their resignations from the Agricultural Commission.  Bob has recently been appointed to the 
Finance Committee and will not have the time to participate on both committees.  John has 
enrolled in a course regarding fire department administration, and too will not have the time 
needed to actively participate on the Agricultural Commission. 

 
Minutes from the December 9, 2008 and January 13, 2009 meetings were approved as written. 
 
Farmers’ Forum – March 24, 2009:  Commission discussed plans for the forum, deciding it 
would begin at 6:00 p.m., would be held at the Hitchcock Center, and would be potluck.  David 
Ziomek agreed to (a) send out invitations to area farms to the forum, using the lists from 
previous years; (b) contact Peter Westover, Sheila Rainford and Ruth Jones to invite them, 
asking that they speak of the farm book that they recently published.  It was agreed that we 
would do an up-date on the plans for the 250th anniversary celebration throughout the year, 
particularly the parade scheduled for September 27th (Pat Wagner) and the Farm Festival 
scheduled for October 3rd.  Discussion will be held on current issues, including (but not limited 
to) outdoor wood burning stoves, farmers market, Asian Longhorn beetle, and an update on 
Kendrick Park plans. 
 
Farm Festival – October 3, 2009:  Pat Wagner updated the Commission regarding the date 
conflict with the North Amherst CSA’s farm fair and the 250th parade plans.  The Parade 
Committee has communicated with Rob Kusner and his committee about this matter, explaining 
the Parade Committee’s position, that it would be to the benefit of all concerned that the North 
Amherst CSA plan their fair for a date other than September 27th (parade date) and October 3rd 
(farm festival date).   
 
The Commission then proceeded to plans for the October 3rd Farm Festival.  It was decided that a 
sub-committee (Sarah Swartz and Pat Wagner) meet with Marc Power and Ronnie Booxbaum 
(past farm festival organizers) to (a) see if Marc and Ronnie would assist with this year’s 
festival, and (b) to get ideas from them on planning this year’s event. 
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Kendrick Park:  A rough draft of the committee’s plans for Kendrick Park is in the process of 
being prepared.  It appears that the plans will include a multi-purpose building on the North end 
of the park.  The report is supposed to be submitted to the Town Manager in February. 
 
Discussion on “buy local” campaign:  After much discussion, it was agreed that this was a 
subject that should be pursued, considering the sustainability aspect of Amherst.  Suggestions 
included encouraging the schools to buy local, and perhaps establishing an Amherst garden with 
the produce for the benefit of the Survival Center and Not Bread Alone, and a more ambitious 
plan of a canning/freezing facility that could be used by these organizations as well as the 
community.  It was decided that a special meeting should be set up, inviting the Environmental 
Studies group at the High School (Bob Saul to contact), the Amherst Garden Club, the Senior 
Center (Ruth Hazzard to contact), Survival Center and Not Bread Alone (Pat Wagner to contact), 
Stockbridge School (Ruth to Contact), Small Ones Farm (Ruth to contact), Hampshire College 
(Bob Saul to contact), Brookfield Farm, Joe Czaikowski, Hitchcock Center (Bob Saul to 
contact). 
 
Asian Longhorn Beetle:  David Ziomek gave an update on the tree removal program being 
conducted in Worcester as a result of the beetle infestation.  Discussed the possibility of setting 
up a seminar on this problem.  Pat Wagner suggested contacting Hampshire County Farm 
Bureau to coordinate the program with them, since some of their members would be of interest. 
 
Scott Nielsen Project Update:  David Ziomek gave a brief update on this project.  At this time, 
it has not moved forward, due mostly to the economic situation. 
 
Andrews/LaVerdiere Project Update:  This too has not moved forward at this point.   
 
Gas Tax Increase Proposed by Governor:  Pat Wagner suggested that the Commission take a 
stand opposing a tax increase on fuel due to the burden it would place on the area farmers and 
send a letter to the Governor expressing our concern.  Commission agreed.  
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patricia E. Wagner, Acting Secretary 
 


